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CHARLES EDWARD KUNZLER and ELSIE PUGSLEY
1892–1964
1887–1977
Charles “Charlie” Edward Kunzler was born March 4, 1892 in Rosette, Box Elder, Utah to Jacob
and Louise Ott Kunzler. He was the seventh of twelve children. His Father was happy to have another
boy in the family. He had four older sisters, the oldest sister,
Bertha died when she was two years old. So now there were
three girls and three boys. His older brothers, Henry and William
taught him the daily routine of a farm boy. Typically they were
up early in the morning helping their Father milk cows and again
at night, thus providing milk, cream, butter and cheese for the
family. The summer was always a busy time for the boys as they
helped with the harvesting of the hay and the garden. They had
a large orchard of apples, apricots, pears and plumbs and it was
a responsibility of the children to help pick the fruit.
In the winter the older boys would hitch up the horses
to the sleigh and take the younger children to school. Charlie
attended the Rosette school through to the eighth grade.
Charlie met his future wife, Elsie Pugsley in 1908 when
she was visiting her brother, Roy Pugsley in Rosette. Roy had
Charlie
married Charlie’s older sister Louise and as their children came
along, Elsie would spend time in Rosette helping take care of their growing family. During one of her
extended visits she met Charlie and they courted and corresponded over the next few years.
Elsie Pugsley was born on a cold winter day, January 17, 1887 in Salt Lake City, Utah to Joseph
Edwin Franklin and Evelyn Rosette Harmon Pugsley.
As a child, Elsie had long, thick dark brown hair and
beautiful dark brown eyes. When she would reminisce about
her childhood, she would tell of growing up in a happy and
loving home. She loved living in Salt Lake City and especially
enjoyed watching the Salt Lake Temple being built. It made
quite an impression on her, and she always had a desire to be
married there.
Like most young girls, Elsie loved dolls. One year she
received a very beautiful china doll for Christmas. Her Mother
wanted her to learn about the true meaning of Christmas and
asked her to give her doll to a poor neighbor girl. Elsie did not
want to do it because she was afraid it would be ruined. She
ended up giving it to the girl anyway and felt bad when she
later found out that the doll was indeed ruined with a cracked
face and broken parts.
One of Elsie’s favorite activities as a young girl and
teenager was to ride on the train with her friends out to Saltair,
Elsie
west of Salt Lake City. They would spend the entire day there
swimming in the Great Salt Lake. On the ride home, everyone
else’s hair would dry but Elsie’s, because hers was so thick. Evening dances at Saltair were also a fun
thing the young people liked to do. Some of Elsie’s happiest times were spent shopping in a nice dress
shop. She loved to wear nice dresses, fancy hats, coats and muffs.
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Elsie’s childhood desire to be married in the Salt Lake
Temple came true when Charlie and Elsie were married
there on November 5, 1913. A wedding dance was held
in Rosette in the top of the Rosette Store with all the good
food they could eat.
Charlie and Elsie’s ﬁrst home was on a ranch in Dove
Creek, south of Rosette. Their ﬁrst two sons were born in
Salt Lake City, Roy on August 30, 1914 and then Max on
January 16, 1918. Living on the ranch in Dove Creek was
lonely for Elsie at times, so they often traveled by horse and
buggy to Rosette to visit the family, attend Church, dances
and other social activities.
Max was just one year
old when Charlie moved his
family to Rosette. They lived in
Antonio Olague’s place. Antone
was married to Charlie’s sister,
Mary. Their ﬁrst daughter and
third child, was born in Rosette
on May 28, 1920, and she was
named Lois. A few years later
Charlie & Elsie - wedding 1913
Charlie had an opportunity to
provide his family with a home of their own by moving a house from a nearby
Russian colony. Their last child, Guenna Rose, was born in Salt Lake City
Roy & Max
on December 21, 1925 in the home of Dora Goodfellow, Elsie’s sister.
One time while on a trip to Salt Lake City, Elsie decided to cut her long, beautiful hair. Charlie
loved her long hair and had been known to say, “If you cut your hair, don’t bother coming home.” She
sent him a telegram which read, “I cut my hair. Should I come home?” His reply was, “I guess you
better.”
In 1926 the family moved to the
James Raleigh place. They were able to
purchase it from James’ daughter, Grace
Ashmont. It was a nice log house with
a big kitchen and an old-fashioned wood
burning stove with a warming oven and
a reservoir to heat water. There was a big
round oak table in the middle of the kitchen,
a roll top desk in one corner, and a big white
cupboard in the other corner. There was a
wash stand with a water bucket and dipper
for drinking and a wash bowl for washing
hands. It had a beautiful living room with
wall paper and lace curtains. Elsie had
Log home - 1926
always enjoyed nice things, and it gave her
pleasure to turn this log house into a lovely home for her family. In later years the home was remodeled
and enlarged with a new kitchen, bathroom and siding on the outside.
Charlie and Elsie worked hard to make a living for their family. Charlie helped his brother-in-law,
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Roy Pugsley, herd sheep for
a few years. Elsie would
help Louise, Roy’s wife,
cook for the sheep shearers.
Elsie enjoyed doing that
and often spoke of the good
times they had cooking
during those sheep shearing
days. On their own ranch
Charlie raised cattle, sheep,
turkeys, chickens and a few
Home after remodel
milk cows. To earn extra
money, he would take the cream to Tremonton, Utah and sell it. At Thanksgiving time, some of the
turkeys and eggs would be taken to Ogden, Utah and sold for holiday dinners. Elsie spent a lot of time
taking care of the little turkeys and chickens.
Their property had some fruit trees on it, and the family always planted and took care of a large
garden. As a result, they were able to can and preserve lots of fruits and vegetables.
Throughout her married life, Elsie enjoyed an enviable reputation as a wonderful cook. She
knew the importance of teaching her children how to cook, so she would get her children up early each
morning to help cook breakfast. If they didn’t help their mother with the cooking, then they would ﬁnd
themselves milking the cows the next morning.
An exciting event in the lives of the Charlie and Elsie Kunzler family was when they purchased
their ﬁrst car, a 1929 Chevrolet. That wonderful car provided the means for many trips to Salt Lake
to visit family members and to go to family reunions held at Lagoon. Those were great times because
Elsie loved to visit her family and other relatives. Elsie never learned to drive, so she was grateful that
Charlie was willing to take her. While at home she always walked to visit her neighbors and friends.
Charlie enjoyed hunting deer and was a very good shooter. He had an enviable reputation of
hitting almost anything with his ﬁrst shot. Every year he would come home with a big buck and hang
it out in the shop where it would stay frozen during the winter. His family would enjoy many meals
from that deer. Charlie cured his own pork and was able to provide honey from his own beehives.
Charlie was remembered by his children as a patient and generous Father, however, he expected
them to work hard and obey him. He was a hard worker throughout his life and had been known to say
that, “idleness is the devil’s workshop”.
His sense of humor would manifest itself on occasion. An example was when cousins and friends
would come to play at their home. He would often say, “One kid is a kid, two kids is a half a kid, and
three kids are no kids at all.”
Charlie cared about other
peoples’ feelings because
another quote of his was, “If
you can’t say something nice
about someone, then don’t say
anything at all.”
Charlie had great
respect for his dear wife, Elsie,
and he would not tolerate his
children using unkind words
to their Mother.
Charlie Plowing
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Everyone in the community liked Charlie. He was kind and friendly and was always willing
to help his neighbors and friends. He would not hesitate to invite someone to dinner with or without
Elsie’s knowledge. Seven of his brothers and sisters lived in the valley, so holidays would ﬁnd all of
them together having a grand time. They knew how to work hard in order to make their farms proﬁtable,
but they also knew how to have lots of fun whenever they could.
His son, Roy, recalls, “I can never remember seeing Dad wear gloves in the winter. He would
just put on a light jacket when he went to feed the cows. I often wondered how he kept from freezing
to death.”
A fun family activity was when they would make
root beer. Elsie always found time to play with her
children. She would play ball and other games with them.
A brand new television found its way to their home in the
early 1950s. Her favorite spectator sport was baseball, so
she always looked forward to the World Series with great
anticipation. She was a true blue Dodger fan and hated
the New York Yankees. She loved to watch the games
on TV or listen to them on the radio. She would get very
upset whenever the Yankees won.
Sunday dinner was often shared with visitors, and
there never failed to be a delicious cake on the counter.
Elsie loved the various holidays throughout the year.
Up until two years before she passed away, she had the
entire family in her home every year for Thanksgiving
and Christmas. Charlie and Elsie loved Christmas and
Max, Charlie, Elsie, Roy
Lois, Guenna
would go all out to make it special for their family. Their
children and grandchildren would gather at their home to
partake of a huge, delicious dinner and exchange gifts. The door to the living room would be closed,
and no one would be allowed to enter until Elsie said it was time. She loved Christmas the most and
started shopping for the next year as soon as Christmas was over.
Elsie’s love for shopping never diminished over her life. She could out-shop her daughters and
granddaughters when she was 80 years old. It was important to her to always look nice. Her attire
always consisted of a dress, black mid-heels and her hair done up just so. Whenever she left the house to
go somewhere, there would be a beautiful broach on her dress and a pretty necklace around her neck.
She never liked to wear a housecoat. She would not even put one on when she was sick because
she thought it made her look more sick. Unfortunately, Elsie did not like having her picture taken. Like
most wives and mothers of her day, Elsie made lots of quilts and rag rugs and was a good seamstress.
Charlie and Elsie were active in The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints all their lives.
Charlie served as ﬁrst counselor in the bishopric for 20 years. Elsie enjoyed teaching primary as well
as serving in several other Church callings.
Charlie and Elsie were loving parents and grandparents. Elsie especially went out of her way
to make their children and grandchildren feel special. She began a tradition of giving each grandchild
a silver dollar on their birthday, and she never missed a single one.
Fun vacations were part of their family life. Yellowstone Park was a favorite destination, and
several trips were made there in the 1929 Chevrolet with Row and Martha Parkin. Fishing Bridge was
where they camped, and it was Row’s job to keep the bears out of the campground.
They went to Washington one year to see Roy and Max off when they went overseas during
World War II. It was during that trip that the family was able to visit and see the Paciﬁc Ocean.
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In their later years Charlie and Elsie continued to travel with Row and Martha. One time they
went to New York and visited Pavilion, the town where Elsie and Martha’s Mother, Evelyn Rosette
Harmon, was born. Since that town was near Palmyra, they were able to visit all of the Church sites
in the area. They enjoyed these trips very much.
Charlie and Elsie celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary on November 5, 1963 at Park Valley
with their family and many friends. Just six months later Charlie died on May 4, 1964.
Elsie lived for 13 more years, and then passed away at 90 years of age on March 15, 1977. They
left behind a great heritage for their posterity.

Charlie & Elsie 50th Wedding Anniversary - November 5, 1963

Back: Roy, Max - Front: Guenna, Charlie, Elsie, Lois

144

