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HANS JAKOB KUENZLER and MARIA ELISABETHA BARBARA KUENZLER
1819–1898
1822–1889
Hans Jakob Kuenzler was born November 1, 1819 in St. Margrethen, St. Gallen, Switzerland to
Hans Jakob and Anna Regina Kastli Kuenzler. Hans Jakob was the ﬁfth of nine children, all born in St.
Margrethen. St. Margrethen is found on the side of a hill in the far northeast corner of Switzerland and
it is bordered on the north by Lake Boden and Germany, on the east by the Rhine River and Austria,
and on the south and west by rolling hills covered by farms and forests.
Hans Jakob was only nine years old when his Mother, Anna, died on November 9, 1828 . He and
his younger siblings, Anna Elisabeth (7), Johannes (4), and Hans Casper (4 months who died 6 months
later), were reared by their Father and older sisters, Anna Catherina (19), Anna Regina (16), and Anna
Barbara (14). His Father, Hans Jakob was very strict and the children learned to obey.
Hans Jakob received very little schooling. He was a healthy young man and had a happy
disposition, which made him many friends, and helped him overcome obstacles. Hans Jakob had a
good voice and liked to sing.
Hans Jakob and his brother, Johannes worked hard together as they took care of their daily
responsibilities on their large farm on Apple Hill in St. Margrethen. Soon the two brothers separated
as their work took them in different directions. For a while, Hans Jakob worked for the railroad line
that transported goods to Austria and Germany. A single trip took two weeks. He then settled down to
what he enjoyed most and that was farming.
Hans Jakob married Maria Elisabetha Barbara Kuenzler (no relative) on February 6, 1844. St.
Margrethen, St. Gallen, Switzerland. She was the only child born to Hans Ulrich and Elizabeth Brassel
Kuenzler on December 24, 1822, in St. Margrethen, St. Gallen, Switzerland. Nothing is known of her
childhood only that her Father died in 1850 and her Mother in 1855. They lived with her parents
when they were ﬁrst married. Later they had a two story home on the hillside in St. Margrethen near
the River Rhine.

Typical two story home in St. Margrethen - similar to Hans Jakob & Maria Elisabetha’s
home. This photo was believed to be their home but further evidence indicates is
was a business in the area. See sign above windows.

246

A great-great grandson, Elliott Morris served a mission in Switzerland in 1965. He was in St.
Margrethen and talked to the Mayor, who was a relative. The Mayor said that over half of the town were
Elliott’s relatives. The Mayor took Elliott to the apple orchard and showed him the cement foundation
of the house where Hans Jakob and Elisabetha raised their children.
Besides working on his farm, Hans Jakob also worked at night as a night watchman for nineteen
years. Times were hard for them and they struggled to clothe and feed the family. The mortgage on
their land was high and it took all they could earn to pay it. The family was poor and they knew what
it was to be hungry. Butter was even a treat, having it only for Christmas and holidays. They were
glad for summer when berries and fruit were plentiful.
The Kuenzler family belonged to the Lutheran Church and read the Bible regularly. In reading
the letters Maria wrote to Jacob and Babetta as they left for America, one can quickly determine that
she had a very religious background and believed strongly in God and Jesus Christ.
Eight children were born to Hans Jakob and Maria. They were all born in St. Margrethen, St.
Gallen, Switzerland. The children learned to work in the ﬁelds with their Father. The children were
industrious and learned to live frugally. They were well schooled, and taught a trade so they could
earn an honest living.
MARIA ELISABETHA Christened January 24, 1845 and died of
tuberculosis on Christmas day, December 25, 1867. Nineteen months earlier
her sister Caroline had also died of tuberculosis. This was very devastating to
loose two daughters so young. Maria was 22 years old and not married.
JOHANN “ULRICH” Christened May 24, 1846, was a good looking
and mischievous boy. He had a stubborn character and fell into bad company
causing worry and trouble to his parents. Ulrich refused to accompany his family
when they immigrated to America. He fell from a load
of goods and broke his neck, dying on July 6 1894 in St.
Maria Elisabetha
Margrethen, Switzerland. He was all alone.
CAROLINE Christened Aug 8, 1848, died before her 18th birthday on
April 30, 1866 of tuberculosis.
JACOB Born March 13, 1851. He emigrated to America in 1873, after
joining the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in 1872. (See Jacob’s
history and the letter his Mother, Maria wrote the day of his departure)
JOHN PAUL Born August 10, 1853. He recalled the evening before
Jacob left for America. “We spent a sorrowful night together. We shed many
Johann Ulrich
tears and talked long into the night. When Jacob thought I was asleep, he knelt
beside the bed to pray once more in his Father’s home. He prayed that the Spirit
would touch his family. I was deeply touched and said, ‘Jake, if this Church is true and means that
much to you, you must be doing the right thing. You go to America and I will
follow later’.” John Paul was deeply impressed with the faith Jacob showed to
offer such a spiritual prayer. He soon found the missionaries and began learning
of the teachings of the Church. John Paul was obviously an instrument in the
Lord’s hands in convincing his parents to be taught by the missionaries ten years
later. He was baptized with his parents and within a few months they immigrated
to Utah on May 16, 1883.
ANNA “CATHERINA” Christened June 21, 1857 was a great help
on the farm and in the house. She studied singing and took a great interest in
entertaining. She was sleeping in the upper room of the home when it burned
on September 3, 1882. Her back was burned, suffered a broken jaw bone, three
John Paul
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broken ribs and a broken leg. Catherina was baptized on January 12, 1883 and immigrated to Utah
with her parents in June 1883. In 1888 she moved from Willard to Mt. Pleasant and lived three years
with her sister, Babetta. She then moved to Manti where she did cleaning, and washing to make a
living. In 1905 her brother, John Paul’s wife died so she went
to Willard to care for his twin sons. In 1919 she married Conrad
Keller of Manti, he only lived a year after their marriage. She
remained in Manti for eight years and ﬁnally moved back to
Willard and died there ﬁrm in her testimony of the Gospel of
Jesus Christ.
ANNA BARBARA “Babetta” Christened July 24,
1859. She was the second child of the Kunzler’s to join the
Church. She was baptized on October 17, 1880 and kept it a
secret for some time. However, the desire to join her brother,
Jacob, increased and ﬁnally she immigrated to Utah in May
1882 using money he sent her. Following is the letter her
Mother, Maria Elisabetha wrote and gave to her on the day she
left Switzerland. Babetta was only 18 years old.
“Still a word to you at your departure, dear Babetta!
The long-awaited, so difﬁcult, sorrowful day has now
appeared, the day on which you, dear Babetta, will for the last
time or the last hour ﬁnd yourself in the circle of your parents
and brothers and sisters. Yes, today is the day of the difﬁcult
Babetta & Catherina
separation from you, dear daughter. Ach! Who knows? Only
to God the Lord is it known if we can once again reach out
our hands to each other, or if this will be the last time. Only this is my comfort, dear Babetta, that you
will not give yourself up to worldliness in that faraway land, instead, because of your eternal God,
that you will travel away over land and ocean with a good purpose in order to live undisturbed in the
world of your God and Savior, who also spilled his precious blood for you on the trunk of the cross.
And He will redeem and save you and all who love Him.
Stand by this motto your whole life through:
The Lord is your shepherd, you shall not want.
He will tend you in green pastures and lead you to fresh water.
Goodness and mercy will follow you your life long.
Also you, dear Babetta, yes also you I have raised with joy. But also, as with your dear brother
Jakob, I must watch you leave with crying and sadness. Go forth also you beloved child! Go forth in
peace! The Lord God will also protect you and help you and support you, everywhere that you are,
and where you will always be. May the Lord travel with you and be with you on your big trip, on the
sea and on the land, yes everywhere; far over the ocean he will be your God and Father. Live true to
your God and Redeemer, do not leave Him, then He will also not leave you nor neglect you. Also, do
not forget us, your parents and remember your brothers and sisters who grieve because of your leaving.
Pray to your God also for all of us; we will also do it for you. So with full trust in God the Lord, we
also bid you farewell, dear Babetta, although this time again with heavy hearts, but also again with an
upward glance to the Lord with full trust in his gracious help and support. Yes, He will also be with
you, as with dear Jakob, even far over the ocean he will still be your God and father, your protector,
your help; yes, may He be your all in all. Yes, He will be your God and Father, and your Savior on the
sea and on the land, everywhere that you stand and go and wherever you ﬁnd yourself. Like previously
nine years ago with your brother Jakob, the time of separation came, so now today the hour of your
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separation has come. So now also may you live right well and happy! Farewell eternally dear Babeta!
Now God the Lord knows if we will see one another again in this world, or ach God! Perhaps never
more. Now, dear daughter, we leave you in this difﬁcult moment with the blessing of the Lord and
entrust you into the hands of the Almighty. Go your chosen way with an intimate companionship with
Him. May the Lord be your director and companion, your guide and your counselor, your shepherd,
whose voice you know and whom you follow. Hold fast and true on your Savior, be true until death,
and He will give you the crown of life. My dear daughter, so now follow your course, protected from
the Lord, from the Lord blessed. The true God will travel with you and lead your going according to
his counsel. May the Savior hold you fast by the hand. With you goes my heart’s wish for your true
welfare, my heart’s sincere love, and my prayer. With you goes also your father’s wish and prayer, and
those of all your brothers and sisters. Also, many good wishes from your friends, that love you, and
have done you good and wish you much happiness on your trip.
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father, and the association of the
Holy Ghost be with you. Amen.
May the Lord bless you and protect you; may the Lord let his countenance shine over you, and
be gracious and merciful to you; may the Lord raise his countenance upon you and give you the present
and eternal peace and blessing. Everything in Christ Jesus, our Lord and Savior. Amen. Amen.
Written by your mother who will never forget you – Maria Elisabeth – on the day of your
departure in the year 1882, the 9th of May.
Babetta was sealed in the Logan Temple in 1885 in a polygamist marriage to John Hasler. She
was the sole support of herself and daughter, Bertha Kunzler Hasler born 1887. Babetta earned a living
by sewing. She went among homes making clothes for families wherever she lived. Records show that
she was a scrupulous tithepayer and every penny she earned, the exact amount was given for tithing.
Babetta completed many hours of Temple work for the Kunzler family.
BERTHA Christened May 30, 1862 was the youngest child and was burned badly on September
3, 1882 and died on September 24, 1882. Following is an article in the St. Gallen daily newspaper,
dated 26 September 1882.
St. Margrethen correspondence – Last Sunday morning the daughter, who was so severely injured
in the ﬁre that took place on the third of this month, was ﬁnally laid low from the unspeakable pain.
With the help of a large number of participants, she was today given up to the cool earth. The funeral
procession led past the house in which her older sister rested (the sister who was injured because of
falling at the time of the ﬁre) who is not yet recovered enough to give her sister the last escort, but who
through the open window looked after her so-suddenly-snatched-away
sister with a tearful glance. Certainly, there is a sight that would touch
the coldest heart to its deepest core.
After their son, Jacob joined the Mormon Church and left for
America in 1873, Hans, Maria and their children, no doubt, questioned
and discussed amongst themselves what was so remarkable about this new
religion that Jacob would forsake his family and his beloved Switzerland.
John Paul was impressed with Jacob’s prayer to God the night before
he left, that John Paul found the missionaries and began learning of the
teachings of Christ. He had an inﬂuence on the rest of the family, beings
they agreed some years later to meet with the missionaries. It was on March
Bertha
31, 1883 that Hans Jakob, Maria and John Paul were baptized following
the example of their son, and brother, Jacob. Their daughter Anna Catherina was baptized prior to them
on January 12, 1883. You can just imagine the great joy that Jacob and Babetta experienced learning
of their family’s conversion and eventual emigration to Utah.
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After the ﬁre, which was 6 months prior to their baptisms, Hans Jakob said to John Paul, “Now,
John, it is settled. We go to America to Jacob and Babetta.” An auction was held after the ﬁre consumed
their home and all personal items were lost.
On 15 February 1883 the following was in the St. Margrethen Newspaper:
“REAL ESTATE AUCTION (due to bankruptcy)
H. Jakob Kuenzler from here will hold an open, voluntary auction of the lands listed below.
1) A home site with fruit trees on the Oberrheinstrasse not far from the train station and the
cattle market.
2) Two pieces of ground (hayﬁelds) in Grasbaeuen. . .
3) two pieces of land (hayﬁelds) with trees, in Vorderruethe . . .
4) One piece of hayland with trees near Altfeld
5) One section of land with grapevines in Rosenbergen
6) One section of land with grapevines at middle Helsberg.
The combined sections of land are well cultivated and productive. Only one auction will take
place. . . For the purpose of possible inspection of these properties one must inquire of the owner
himself.
The Mormon Immigration Index listed the following family as passengers on the ship Nevada:
Jakob, Johann, Johann, Katharine, Marie Elisabeth, and Paul Kuenzler. They departed from Liverpool,
England on May 16, 1883 and arrived in New York, New York on May 28, 1883. They traveled by
train to Utah, arriving in Salt Lake City on June 3, 1883.
According to the autobiography of Alice Bateman Smith a passenger on the train to Utah, a
miracle saved their lives. “It was a mixed passenger and freight train and somewhere along the way
the engine and freight cars which preceded the passenger cars went over an embankment. It seemed
like a miracle because the two cars of Mormon emigrants stayed on the track. I was eating breakfast
and had a cup of tea in my hand when it happened and outside of being jolted so that the tea spilled
that was all that it bothered me.” Utah Pioneer Biographies vol. 26, pp. 1-2
This miracle saved the lives of many of our Kunzler family relatives and we as descendants
can be grateful for that miracle. They continued on to Rosette where their son, Jacob and his wife,
Louise, were homesteading. They stayed that summer with Jacob, but in September Hans Jakob and
Maria went to Willard, Box Elder County, Utah where they were content because Willard reminded
Hans Jakob of Switzerland more than any place he had seen in Utah. Hans Jakob was so homesick for
Switzerland that he did not unpack his suitcases for years. They purchased the Al Dalton home. John
Paul married and also settled in Willard.
In 1889, Maria Elisabeth went to visit her daughter, Anna Catherina, in Mt Pleasant, Utah and
while there she became ill and died on October 3, 1889. She was buried in the Mt. Pleasant Cemetery.
She had been in America just over six years.
Hans Jakob remained in Willard, and died nine years later on December 12, 1898. He was
buried in the Willard Cemetery, at Willard, Box Elder County, Utah.
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Hans Jacob and Maria Elisabeth

Babetta, Bertha (Babetta’s daughter) & Catherina
Babetta Kunzler Hasler

251

Children, Grandchildren & Great Grandchildren
of Hans Jakob & Maria Elisabeth Kunzler

Conrad & Catherina Kunzler Keller

Paul, John Paul, Walter, Kathryn, Louise
Back: Will, Jack, Caroline, David Kunzler

William & Elsa Kunzler Family

David & Lillian Kunzler Family

Caroline Kunzler Perry Family

Shirley, Jack, Frieda, Norma
Darrell, Chet, Mary, Richard, Eugene, Jay Kunzler
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